Introduced by Council Members Corrigan, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad and Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-295
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING “TEACH FOR AMERICA” FOR ITS GOOD WORK IN REDUCING THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP IN THE NATION’S MOST CHALLENGED SCHOOLS AND URGING THE ORGANIZATION TO SELECT JACKSONVILLE AS ONE OF ITS NEXT EXPANSION CITIES; DIRECTING THE COUNCIL SECRETARY TO FORWARD A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE BOARD CHAIR AND SUPERINTENDENT OF DUVAL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF “TEACH FOR AMERICA” PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Teach For America was founded in 1990 to recruit “the best and the brightest” college students to teach in America’s most challenged schools; and


WHEREAS, Teach For America participants undergo a rigorous summer training institute after graduation to provide the professional development necessary for them to be effective teachers in educationally challenged schools, where they commit to spending two years in the classroom; and


WHEREAS, since its inception, more than 17,000 enthusiastic young teachers have touched the lives of more than 2.5 million students in 25 cities nationwide, helping those students make faster academic progress than their peers in other classrooms and helping them close their academic achievement gap; and 


WHEREAS, Teach For America is attracting large numbers of extremely talented college student applicants at some of the nation’s finest institutions, and these talented, enthusiastic and committed young college graduates are an asset for any community where they locate; and


WHEREAS, Teach For America plans to expand its program from the current 25 affiliate cities to not more than 33 cities by 2010 to provide more opportunities and more assistance to needy students and communities; and

WHEREAS, Jacksonville is one of the cities being considered by Teach For America for its upcoming expansion, and the Duval County School Board and Jacksonville City Council would welcome the presence of “Teach For America” in our schools and urge the organization to establish a presence in Jacksonville; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby honors and commends Teach For America for its outstanding work in improving the academic performance and reducing the achievement gap in America’s most challenged schools, and thanks the young teachers for their infusion of expertise, enthusiasm and idealism into the American educational system.

Section 2. 
That the City hereby urges Teach For America to include Jacksonville as one of its upcoming expansion cites and to bring the benefits of its program to bear on the improvement of Jacksonville’s public schools.


Section 3.

That the City Council Secretary is hereby directed to forward a copy of this resolution to the Board Chair and Superintendent of the Duval County Public Schools, and to the Chief Executive Officer of Teach For America.

Section 4.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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